Proposed Traffic Changes – Status Update

BACKGROUND  For some time, there has been interest here in changing the traffic flow so that those exiting the garage would have the option of turning either right (Westbound) or left (Eastbound) on Spruce Street.   In the fall of 2008, neighbors at the Towers and “Pei houses” resurrected this initiative.  A goal of this change is to eliminate unnecessary traffic in our community, and the waste of time and fuel.
If the proposed change were made, traffic from the Towers garage could travel directly East on Spruce to Columbus Blvd.  Additionally, traffic from Locust, from the townhouse parking lots on Locust Street, and from the front of the Towers could make a left turn from 2nd onto Spruce and proceed directly to Columbus Blvd.  
Currently, those exiting the Towers garage who wish to travel to Columbus Blvd must traverse one of the following circuitous routes:

a) West on Spruce , North on 3rd past Locust Street up to Thomas Paine Place, East on Thomas Paine, past 2nd St. to Dock Street in front of Society Hill Sheraton, to a left onto Dock Street heading East, to Columbus

b) West on Spruce , North on 3rd, East on Locust Street, South on 2nd past Spruce Street, East on Delancey (or Pine), North on Front to a right onto Spruce Street heading East to Columbus

The routes above include busy streets on SEPTA bus routes (such as Spruce and 3rd Streets), as well as Belgian block streets that are narrow and/or deteriorating, such as 2nd, Delancey and Thomas Paine.  

STREETS DEPARTMENT REVIEW  The Streets Dept.’s preliminary review indicated that the change is feasible without endangering safety, providing that the 5 parking spaces on Spruce from the garage exit to 2nd Street are eliminated.   There was discussion about the 2-way section being from S. Philip Street to 2nd Street, to have the change occur at an intersection with another street, but the Towers suggested that the impact on neighborhood parking be minimized by having the change commence at the garage, rather than S. Philip.

The Streets Dept.  indicated that the change, if approved, would be done on a 90-day test basis, and it was agreed that community support first would be needed, as demonstrated by a petition.
COMMUNITY SUPPORT  In November, volunteers from the Towers and Pei houses circulated a petition in the neighborhood, in support of the Spruce Street change as well as a change to make 38th Parallel 2-way.  Over 300 area resident signed in support of the change, including nearly 100 non-Towers residents; 4 residents were opposed.   
Volunteers went to each home either on the current routes or the proposed route (100 and 200 blocks of Spruce).  For those not at home, volunteers attempted a second and third time to speak with these residents.  Particular emphasis was placed on the 100 and 200 blocks of Spruce, though the volunteers were not able to find all of these residents at home.
In addition, representatives of the Towers, Society Hill Civic Association (SHCA) and Streets Dept., as well as Brian Abernathy, a Director in Councilman DiCicco’s office, have been meeting to ensure that issues such as safety and parking are thoroughly addressed.   Of course, safety is paramount.  
In response to questions raised by SHCA representatives, SEPTA and the Fire Department have indicated that the change can be made without impacting their operations.

SHT GARAGE SURVEY  The Towers recently surveyed the residents using the garage.  About 100 responded, indicating that 70% of the garage exits would be a left onto Spruce, if available.  Projections indicate that about 300 left turns per day from the garage can be expected.  Six respondents disagreed with the proposed change.
BENEFITS  Based on garage survey results and projecting for traffic not captured in that survey (such as traffic from the Locust St. lots, guests, employees), we estimate annual savings of at least:

a) 30,000 – 40,000 miles (300 left turns/day *.4 mile saved *365 days = 43,800)
b) 1,500 – 2,500 gallons of gas (40,000 miles/15 mpg = 2,667)
c) 6,000 – 10,000 hours driving time (300 left turns * 365 days * 6 minutes = 10,950 hours)
as well as reducing traffic on busy and narrow streets such as Spruce, 3rd, Delancey and Thomas Paine.  The Towers Council believes that the proposed changes will benefit the neighborhood, and not just the Towers and the Pei houses, where support is strong.
IMPACTS  The proposed change requires the removal of 5 parking spaces on Spruce Street and will increase traffic on the 100 block of Spruce.  The SHCA representatives are ensuring that any other possible impacts are identified and addressed.
The Towers have requested that the city look at adding parking as possible in the nearby neighborhood, and Brian Abernathy is coordinating the response. 

NEXT STEPS  A community meeting may be held in the spring, where the views and questions of Towers and nearby residents can be addressed.  Although many here in the Towers and in the neighborhood support this change, there are some voices in opposition.  This process will allow for all voices to be heard. 
Ultimately, the Streets Department will make its evaluation and could recommend to approve the requested change, offer an alternative, or recommend that no change be made.  We will continue to advocate for our proposal, and look forward to a decision sometime this spring.
Thank you to those who responded to the garage survey, to those who signed the petition, and especially to those who circulated the petition.  
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